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From County Competition to County Co—cooperation: the Strategic Choice

of High—quality Development of County Economy
CHEN Jian—Sheng REN Lei

Abstract: County competition is an incentive system for regional economic development with
Chinese characteristics. County competition promotes the rapid development of regional economy, the
optimization and upgrading of industrial structure and the significant enhancement of local financial
resources. Meanwhile, it also brings negative effects to county economy, such as barriers to interregional
and boundary effect, industry homogeneity and excess capacity, public expenditure structure distortion,
environmental protection and pollution control, and restricts the improvement of county economic quality.
The rational choice to break these is to turn the county economy from competition to co—competition in the
stage of the economy turning to high—quality development. County co—competition is the organic unity of
county competition and county cooperation, which can promote rational competition and efficient
cooperation among counties. It is the balance point of realizing high—quality development of county
economy. Based on these analyses and the particularity of county economy development, it is considered
that the high —quality development of county economy should be marked by the regional division of
resources, the scale economy of industry, the rational utilization of elements and the sustainable
development of ecology. In order to achieve high—quality development, the county economy should realize
the county industry specialization according to the situation of the main functional areas, build the county
industrial value chain relying on the urban economic relations, promote the scale economy of county
industry through the maximum utilization of resources, improve the compensation of county industry by the
institutionalized transfer of finance and taxation, build industry ecosystem through the establishment of
cross—regional coordination mechanism.

Key words: county competition; county cooperation; county co—competition; high—quality development
of county economy
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