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Logic of Institutional Change in Global Climate Change Governance: Path,

Dynamic and Effectiveness
SUI Guang—jun YU Qing—yi TANG Dan-ling

Abstract: The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocol and
the Paris Agreement under this framework serve as core institutional arrangements for global climate
change governance, coordinating and regulating the policies and actions of the international community.
From the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol to the Paris
Agreement, global climate change governance has undergone an important institutional change from
centralized to decentralized approaches. Drawing on theories of New Institutional Economics and
Historical Institutionalism, this paper constructs a three —dimensional analysis framework encompassing
path, dynamic and effectiveness to illustrate the logic of institutional change in global climate change
governance. Specifically, the path of institutional change in global climate change governance represents a
blend of institutional reproduction and displacement. This change is driven by the combined effects of
external factors such as the international energy revolution and global economic crisis, as well as the
proactive engagement of the parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. It
will further advance the global carbon neutrality process, trigger shifts in international investment and
trade flows, and shape the dynamics of institutional leadership and rule -making power within climate
change governance. As an emerging economy, China has played a constructive role in promoting the
institutional change in global climate change governance, guided by the idea of "a human community with
a shared future".

Key words: global climate change governance; institutional change; a human community with a
shared future

(A3 3 i)

BKEMIIF S LEREGERAREE | RESEARCH COLUMN OF HIGH LEVEL OPENING-UP AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE



